
 

 

 

 

REPORT 

 

 

Tribal Delayed Birth Certificates Tribal Consultation Meetings 

July 18, 2014 

September 25, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Michael Allison 

Native American Liaison 

Arizona Department of Health Services 



ii | P a g e  
 

Table of Contents 

 

 

 

 

Page    

 

 

I. Introduction/Background……………………………………………………1 

         

II. 7/18/14 Tribal Consultation Meeting………………………………………1         

 

III. 9/25/14 Tribal Consultation Meeting………………………………………1           

 

IV. Post Meetings Legislative Status…………………………………………..2 

 

          

 

 Attachments: 

 

A. 7/18/14 Meeting Agenda 

B. 7/18/14 Meeting Attendees 

C. 9/25/14 Meeting Agenda 

D. 9/25/14 Meeting Attendees 

E. 9/26/14 Substantive Policy Statement  

 

 

 

 

  



1 | P a g e  
 

 

 

Introduction/Background 

 

Work on this initiative started in September 2013 when Lena Fowler, District 5 Supervisor, Coconino 

County brought to the state’s attention the concern of the lengthy and complex process for Arizona 

Native American elders applying for Delayed Birth Certificates from the Arizona Department of Health 

Services (ADHS) Vital Records Office. Numerous meetings were held internally within ADHS and with 

Native American advocates including Arizona Senator Carlyle Begay, District 7, Representative Albert 

Hale, District 7, Lena Fowler, Navajo Tribal and Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc. (ITCA) 

representatives.  

The goals of the meetings were to work on streamlining the process to obtain Delayed Birth 

Certificates for Native Americans born before 1970. An agreement was reached for a two prong 

strategy: 1) to pursue a temporary administrative solution for 2014 through the issuance of a 

Substantive Policy Statement (SPS) by ADHS Director Will Humble, and 2) to pursue a permanent 

solution through legislative action to be pursued by Senator Begay and Representative Hale during 

the 2015 state legislative session.  

7/18/14 Tribal Consultation Meeting  

The 7/18/14 meeting was held in Phoenix at the ADHS State Laboratory. Twenty-seven (27) 

individuals participated (in-person and by telephone), 11 of the participants were from tribal nations, 1 

from ITCA, 1 from the State Legislature, 9 from ADHS, 1 from the Arizona Advisory Council on Indian 

Health Care, 1 from the Arizona Department of Economic Security, and 3 from Coconino County. Five 

tribes were represented which were the Navajo Nation, Hopi Tribe, San Carlos Apache Tribe, Gila 

River Indian Community and Tohono O’odham Nation. The first draft of the SPS was presented and 

discussed. It was agreed to have a second Tribal Consultation Meeting to review a second draft of 

the SPS based on input provided and to provide an opportunity for more tribal representatives to 

attend. (See Attachments A and B for the meeting agenda and list of attendees) 

9/25/14 Tribal Consultation Meeting 

The 9/25/14 meeting was held at the Fairfield Inn & Suites in Midtown Phoenix.  Twenty-six (26) 

individuals participated (in-person and by telephone), 12 of the participants were from tribal nations, 7 

from ADHS, 2 from Coconino County, 1 from the Arizona Advisory Council on Indian Health Care, 

and 4 from Indian Health Service. Seven tribes were represented which were the Navajo Nation, 

White Mountain Apache Tribe, Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, Gila River Indian Community, Ak-Chin Indian 

Community, Pascua Yaqui Tribe, and Tohono O’odham Nation. The second draft of the SPS was 

presented and discussed. (See Attachment C and D for the meeting agenda and list of attendees)  

Based on input provided at the 9/25/14 meeting Will Humble, Director, ADHS on 9/26/14 issued an 

SPS for Native Americans born before 1970. This SPS streamlined the process by accepting as the 

beginning source document Tribal Governmental enrollment records or other tribal records containing 
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the four required birth facts of: 1) full name at birth, 2) date of birth, 3) place of birth, and 4) parent’s 

name. (See Attachment E for a copy of the Substantive Policy Statement) 

Post Meetings Legislative Status 

State Representative Albert Hale introduced HB 2157, Native American: Delayed Birth Certificates 

and Senator Carlyle Begay introduced SB 1393, Delayed Birth Certificates: Native Americans in the 

fifty-second (2015) state legislative session.  
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Attachment A 

 

 

7/18/14 

AGENDA 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES (ADHS) 

TRIBAL DELAYED BIRTH CERTIFICATES TRIBAL CONSULTATION MEETING 

 

State Laboratory Services Building 

250 North 17th Avenue 

Igloo Auditorium 

Phoenix, Arizona 

10:00am – 12:00noon 

 

Call in Number 1-877-820-7831, Pass Code 249827   

 

 

10:00 – 10:30am Welcome, Blessing and Introductions 

   Michael Allison, Native American Liaison, ADHS 

    

10:30 – 11:00am Tribal Delayed Birth Certificates Substantive Policy Statement Background Presentation 

   Will Humble, Director, ADHS 

Jeff Bloomberg, Manager, Office of Administrative Counsel and Rules, Division of 

Planning & Operations, ADHS 

 

11:00 – 12:00noon Open Discussion (Tribal Input) 

Michael Allison, Facilitator 

 

12:00noon  Closing Remarks, Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

Note: Free parking is available on the first floor of the ADHS parking garage located at 151 N. 18th Avenue.  
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Attachment B 

 

7/18/14 MEETING LIST OF ATTENDEES 

Name Title  Organization 

Tom Ranger  Human Resources Director Navajo Nation 

Laverne Dallas CHR Program Manager Hopi Tribe 

Justine Jimmie Deputy Attorney General San Carlos Apache Tribe 

Virgilyn Talas Data Research Tech Gila River Indian Community 

Maria Daley Data Research Tech Gila River Indian Community 

Connie Blackwater-Hogg Data Research Tech Gila River Indian Community 

Chester Antone Tribal Council Tohono O’odham Nation 

Arthur Wilson Tribal Council Tohono O’odham Nation 

Racheal Stoner Tribal Council Tohono O’odham Nation 

Michael Flores Trial Council Tohono O’odham Nation 

Diana Manuel Tribal Council Tohono O’odham Nation 

Alida Montiel Health Systems Analyst Inter Tribal Council of Arizona 

Albert Hale Representative (District 7) AZ House of Representative 

Will Humble Director ADHS 

Michael Allison Native American Liaison ADHS 

Celia Nahor Office Chief VR ADHS 

Janet Mullen Deputy Director ADHS 

Cara Christ Deputy Director ADHS 

Jeff Bloomberg Manager ACR ADHS 

Khaleel Hussaini Bureau Chief ADHS 

Toni Miller Registry Manager ADHS 

Krystal Colburn Deputy Bureau Chief ADHS 

Kim Russell Executive Director Arizona Advisory Council on 
Indian Health Care 

Mary Huyser Tribal Relations Liaison ADES 

Lena Fowler County Supervisor Coconino County 

Shaun Deschene Executive Assistant Coconino County 

Matilda Perdue Administrative Specialist Coconino County 
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Attachment C 

 

 

 

 

9/25/14 

AGENDA 

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES (ADHS) 

TRIBAL DELAYED BIRTH CERTIFICATES TRIBAL CONSULTATION MEETING II 

 

Fairfield Inn & Suites Phoenix Midtown 

2520 N. Central Avenue 

Diamondback Conference Room 

Phoenix, Arizona 

2 – 4pm 

 

Call in Number 1-877-820-7831, Pass Code 249827   

 

 

2:00 – 2:30pm  Welcome, Blessing, Background Summary, and Introductions 

   Michael Allison, Native American Liaison, ADHS 

    

2:30 – 3:00pm  Revised Tribal Delayed Birth Certificates Substantive Policy Statement 

   Will Humble, Director, ADHS 

Jeff Bloomberg, Manager, Office of Administrative Counsel and Rules, Division of 

Planning & Operations, ADHS 

 

3:00 – 4:00pm  Open Discussion (Tribal Input) 

Michael Allison, Facilitator 

 

4:00pm  Closing Remarks, Adjournment 
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Attachment D 

 

9/25/14 MEETING LIST OF ATTENDEES 

Name Title  Organization 

Tom Ranger Human Resources Director Navajo Nation 

Charlene Hamilton Health Authority Director White Mountain Apache Tribe 

Melinda Cruz Enrollment Coordinator Fort Mojave Indian Tribe 

Virgilyn Talas-Santos Data Research Tech Gila River Indian Community 

Maria Daley Data Research Tech Gila River Indian Community 

Connie Blackwater-Hogg Data Research Tech Gila River Indian Community 

Carole Lopez Enrollment Specialist Ak-Chin Indian Community 

Marisela Nunez Enrollment Director Pascua Yaqui Tribe 

Sonia Moya Program Assistant Pascua Yaqui Tribe 

Maria Padilla ETC Program Assistant Pascua Yaqui Tribe 

Regina Siquieros GAA Tohono O’odham Nation 

Lanez Valisto GAA Tohono O’odham Nation 

Will Humble Director ADHS 

Michael Allison Native American Liaison ADHS 

Jeff Bloomberg Manager ACR ADHS 

Khaleel Hussaini Bureau Chief ADHS 

Toni Miller Birth & Death Register 
Manager 

ADHS 

Krystal Colburn Assistant State Registrar ADHS 

Lydia Hubbard-Pourier Tribal Contract 
Administrator 

ADHS 

Lena Fowler County Supervisor Coconino County 

Matilda Perdue Administrative Specialist Coconino County 

Kim Russell Executive Director Arizona Advisory Council on 
Indian Health Care 

Florence Anspach Benefits Coordinator Indian Health Service - 
Whiteriver 

Arnita Bones Med. Support Assistant Indian Health Service - 
Whiteriver 

Rolanda Barker Supervisor Indian Health Service 

Melissa Bonney Med Support Indian Health Service 
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Attachment E 
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